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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Objections 



1. Claim 28 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim indicates 
depending from Claim 23, however, the Office assumes Claim 28 depends from Claim 
25. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-20, 24-35, 39-50, 54-65, 69 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Ellis et al (US 2005/0028208 and hereafter referred to as 
"Ellis") in view of Daniels (US 2002/0032907). Also note Knudson, which is 
incorporated by reference into Ellis. It is noted that Ellis incorporates by reference in its 
entirety the application Knudson et al (Application No. 09/330.792 and published for 
continued application 10/929,11 1 (US 2005/0204388) and hereafter referred to as 
"Knudson"). 
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Regarding Claims 1 and 5, Ellis discloses a program information providing 
apparatus and method (Figures 2b, 2d, 6a, and 6b, 16) having storage means for 
storing program information (Figure 2d, 25), which is attribute information about a 
program, and a program chart (Page 5, paragraph 0072), the program information and 
the program chart being sent to a first terminal apparatus (Figures 2b, 2d, 6a, and 6b, 
16 and Figure 5) in response to a request from the first terminal apparatus for sending 
the program information (Page 5, paragraphs 0072, 0073, 0074) and the program chart 
via a network (Figure 2b, Figure 2d), the program information providing apparatus 
comprising: a processing means to process a request (Page 5, paragraph 0075 - see 
Knudson disclosure below) for recording or update to the program guide settings 
(Abstract, Page 2, paragraph 0019 from the first terminal apparatus to which the 
program chart has been sent (Figures 2b, 2d, 6a, 6b). Ellis discloses a program 
recording preset script, which is a control command (Page 5, paragraph 0075, Page 9, 
paragraph 0104) for controlling a recording apparatus (Figure 3, 32) to record a 
specified program listed in the program chart to a recording medium (Figure 3, 32, Page 
11, paragraph 0127, Page 15, paragraph 0163). The program guide server forwards 
commands after processing a recording request from the first terminal (Figure 2d), that 
the server has program recording commands and generating means for generating, on 
the basis of the program information retrieved by the searching means or processing 
means. Ellis discloses a sending means for sending the program recording preset 
script generated by the program recording preset commands to a second terminal 
apparatus (Figure 2d, Page 5, paragraph 0075, Page 9, paragraph 0104). Knduson 
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discloses a searching means for searching the storage means for the program 
information in response to a program recording preset request or update to program 
guide settings which includes recording (Page 8, paragraph 0087). 

Regarding Claims 1, 5, 9, 25, 40, 55 all the limitations of the claims are listed in 
the rejection of Claims 1 and 5 respectively except for the following limitations. Ellis 
discloses a program preset system and method comprising a first terminal apparatus 
(Figures 2b, 2d, 5, 6a and 6b, 24), a program information providing apparatus (Figures 
2b, 2d, 6a and 6b, 17, 16, 25), and a second terminal apparatus (Figures 2b, 2d, 3, 6a, 
6b, 17, 22) are interconnected via a network (Figures 2b, 2d, 6a, 6b, 19), the first 
terminal apparatus includes a display means (Page 7, paragraph 0092) for displaying 
received program information and program chart (Page 5, paragraph 0072), input 
means (Page 7, paragraph 0092) for inputting a program recording preset request 
(Page 2, paragraph 0015, Page 11, paragraph 0127), first sending means for sending 
the program recording preset request inputted through the input means (Page 5, 
paragraph 0075). The program information providing apparatus or server has a 
receiving means, as it handles all incoming (or received) requests (including a program 
recording preset request) made by the remote access device (Page 5, paragraph 0075, 
Page 11, paragraph 0127). It is also included that the server comprises a (second) 
sending means for sending the program information retrieved by the searching means 
to the first terminal apparatus or that program information accessed and searched by 
the user is displayed (Page 5, paragraph 0072); and third sending means for sending 
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the program recording preset script generated by the program recording preset script 
generating means (Page 5, paragraph 0075). It is necessarily included that the server 
has sending means as it updates the second terminal device with all changes to the 
program guide settings, which includes commands for recordings made by a request of 
the first terminal device. 

Ellis is silent on the script generating means of the program providing apparatus 
or server and the second terminal apparatus including: second receiving means for 
receiving the program recording preset script supplied from the third sending 
means of the program information providing apparatus as the client-server 
communications (Page 9, paragraph 0104) sends commands to record to the second 
terminal device. Daniels discloses a server with a program recording control command 
generating means (Figure 7) and a second receiving means for receiving the program 
recording preset script (Figure 7, 2, Figure 8, 4, Figure 10) supplied from the third 
sending means of the program information providing apparatus (Figures 7, 8, 9); and 
signal converting means for converting the program recording preset script received by 
the second receiving means into a program recording preset control signal (Page 13, 
paragraph 0132, Figure 7, Figure 14). Since applicant's disclosure describes the script 
as an executable function, both Ellis and Daniels, while not using the term script, both 
execute recording as control signals without interaction, thus being considered script or 
software, which automatically executes. Therefore, it would have been obvious at the 
time the invention was made to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Ellis to indicate 
that commands or the program recording preset control signal generated by the server 
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are sent to the second terminal device and then converted to a control signal (Figure 7, 
2, Figure 8, 4, Figures 9-14) as taught by Daniels in order to provide a less complicated 
way of programming the VCR including cable and television media by using an Internet 
program guide (Page 3, paragraphs 0023, 0024). 

Regarding Claims 40, 55, all the limitations of the claims are listed in the rejection 
of Claims 1 ,5, 9 and 25 except for the following limitations. Ellis discloses receiving the 
program from the program guide (Figure 1) in order to record the program (Page 11, 
paragraph 0127). Knudson discloses that the second terminal will send the control 
signals to the recording medium (Page 8, paragraph 0087). The recorder has control 
means to record the program on the recorder. Daniels discloses that the recording 
apparatus includes a receiving means to receive the converted control signal from the 
second terminal (Figures 7-14). Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Ellis to convert the 
command or script to a control signal (Figure 7, 2, Figure 8, 4, Figures 9-14) as taught 
by Daniels in order to provide a less complicated way of programming the VCR 
including cable and television media by using an Internet program guide (Page 3, 
paragraphs 0023, 0024). 

As for claims 2, 6, 1 3, 28, 41 , 56, Ellis discloses that (Figure 3, 31 , 32) where 
recoding can be done in different storage device and that program guide settings can be 
changed as requested (Page 5, paragraph 0075) which includes recorders. 

As for claims 3, 7, 14-20, 29-35, 42-50, 57-65, Knudson provides a cancel 
function, which is automatic thus being considered script (Figure 11, 148). Ellis 
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discloses that all functions can be done at the remote device or user device in a peer-to- 
peer or client server communications (Page 9). 

As for claims 4, 8, Knudson discloses the required canceling script comes from a 
user interface on the first terminal (see figure 11) and Ellis notes that any peer to peer 
or client to server communications are possible (Page 9, paragraph 0104). 

As for claims 10, 26, Ellis discloses receiving the program listings and program 
(Figure 1). 

As for claim 1 1 , Ellis shows at least one recording medium (Figure 3, 31 , 32). 

As for claim 12, Daniels discloses the second terminal controlling the recording 
on the recording medium (Figures 7-14). 

As for claims 24, 39, 54, 69, Ellis discloses that pay program account 
information, which can include charging for recording service (Pages 4-5, paragraph 
0070). 

As for claim 27, Ellis discloses that the second terminal records the received 
program in accordance to the control signal (Figure 3, 31, 32). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claim 21-23, 36-38, 51-53, 66-68 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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5. Claims 70-253 are allowed. 
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6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter for claims 21-23, 36-38, 51-53, 66-68, 70-253: 

Ellis discloses a system and method comprising a first terminal apparatus 
(Figures 2b, 2d, 5, 6a and 6b, 24), a program information providing apparatus (Figures 
2b, 2d, 6a and 6b, 17, 16, 25), and a second terminal apparatus (Figures 2b, 2d, 3, 6a, 
6b, 17, 22) are interconnected via a network (Figures 2b, 2d, 6a, 6b, 19), and a second 
terminal apparatus with a recording medium (Figure 3, 31, 32). Daniels discloses a 
system and method of the server generating a script and sending the script to the 
second terminal apparatus (Figures 7-9). The system and method are described in 
further detail in the above rejections. 

Tso et al (US 6,047,327 and hereafter referred to as "Tso") discloses a system 
with content providers and servers providing information via an email message to clients 
or users (Figure 1). Tso discloses that the server to comprise an electronic mail (email) 
generating means for generating a message (Column 10, lines 27-30) with information 
attached with a plurality of program information items in the storage (Column 10, lines 
30-31), address generating and attaching means for generating an address to be linked 
with any of the items and attaching the address to the email (Column 1, lines 44-50, 
Column 8, lines 48-64), the sending means to send the email message with the 
attachment (Figure 5, 103). 
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The prior art of record does not teach or suggest "electronic mail generating 
means for generating an email indicating the reception of program recording preset 
script" or "address generating and attaching means for generating a program recording 
preset address to be linked with any one of said plurality of items of program information 
stored in said first storage means and attaching the generated program recording preset 
address to the program introducing electronic mail message generated by said 
electronic mail generating means for each item of the program introducing information" 
or "generating a program recording preset address to be linked with any one of the 
stored plurality of items of program information, attaching the generated program 
recording preset address to the generated program introducing electronic mail message 
for each item of the program introducing information." 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Franco (US 2002/0046407) allows the user to remotely program 
its video recording device via a website. The website allows the user to use a web page 
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with program gird that lists programs receivable by the user's video record system and 
allows the user to click on a program so that it can be recorded (Pages 5-6, paragraph 
0069). 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Farzana E. Hossain whose telephone number is 571- 
272-5943. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 8:00 am to 
4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



273-8300. 
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